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PREFACE 


LE Uſefulneſs of Writing 
pr the publick Benefit, be- 
| ing a Matter not like to be 
called in Queſtion, I ſhall only ſay, 
that it is to be hoped, this ſmall 
Treatiſe, which was calculated 
purely for that End, will meet. 
with Candor and Indulgence from 
the Publick. It was about two 

Years ago, and might remain many * 
more Years in my Cloſet, if I had 


not 
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The PRE FAC E. 


Commerce, than at any Time here- 
tofore. 
The Thriving Condition of our 
Neighbours the Dutch, point but 
to us the Vſefulneſs of 4 Nations 
being unweariedly ſolicitous, in 
Matters relating to Commerce. This 
watchful Nation are alarmed at the 
leaſt Infraction or Innovation on the 
Part of the other Nations of Eu- 
rope, in any Branch of Trade, 
Wey have not been over ſcrupulous, 
been in invading the Rig ts of | 
wk others, where their commercial In- 
tereſt required it; an Inſtance of 
which we our ſelves, have good Rea- 
ſon to remember. Their late vigo- 
1 rous 


The PRE FACE. 
rous Reſolutions, with Relation to. iſ 
the Company ereted by the Empe- i 
ror Authority, may fe e to con- 
vince the World hom rey at- 
tached they are to the Trading In- 
tereſt of their Country; they ſcem Þ 
reſolved not only' to 22 be 
Friendſhip of two of the moſt pon- iſ 
erful Princes in Europe, but even 
hazard the going into an expenſroe. || 
War, rather than ſuffer an Increaſe. x 
of "that Trade. 17d nl es 

It is obſervable, that. this Peo- W 
ple (however heavy. and phlegma-. 
tick they may ſeem to be) have hal. 
the Aſcendant in all the Treaties. 
they were engaged in, particularly. 
thoſe in Commerce; and this over- W 
reaching their Neighbours, if Tux 


be allowed the Expreſſion, is wing. 
to the clear Knowledge of their W 
70 Stateſmen 


The PREFACE 


Country. 


malle to them by the King of Spain, 
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tain by the India Trade, and this 
too at 4 Time, that the Power of 


them no Room to doubt of a ſpeci-- 
| fick Performance on the Pare of 
rat Crown. « 


Spain appears to me, to be rather 
the Effefts of the Spaniſh Prime 


AS ew Attachment to his native 
Country, 


Stateſm men in the My erer of Trade, 
and their conſtant” Attachment to 
the merchantile I Intereſt of their 


- "oor natural Fea in this 
Particular, will not admit them to 


 liflen to the advantagious Offers 


who has it 10 much in his Power. 


which they may be ſu 72 poſed to ſuſ- 


their Country- Mani in Spain, leaver 


This Conceſſion or on the Side of ; 
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The PREFACE. 
Country, than any real Apprehen- 
fine Spain can have 4 the 
Power: of Holland, and I think 
my ſelf ſupported in this Opinion, 
however particular it may ſeem, 


by a late Memorial given in by | 
the Spaniſh Miniſter at the 
Hague, wherein he as good as tells 


them, they may hope for every 
Thing from the Goodneſs aud A 
feclion of their Countryman, the 
preſent Prime Miniſter. 

However preatly, and I may 
Jay, juſtly, alarmed, the Genera- 
lity of the People of this Nation 


ſeemed to be at the Progreſs of | 


the India Company in the Auf 
trian Netherlands, I muſt confeſs, 
for my own Particular, I was 


much more ſo at the Elevation 4 | 
the 


the Duke de Ripperda to 


b Prime 
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The PRE FAC. E. 
Prime Miniſtry of Spain. Vben 
-T confider the Genius of bis Country- 
men for Commerce, and the abun- 
dant Materialt to be found in 
that great Monarchy, for à ſupe- 
rior Genius to work" upon, as an 
Engliſh Man, I dread the Con. 
ſequenten. 55 
Great Britain has much more 
to apprehend from the Adminiſtra- 
tion 45 a frugal, induſtricus Rip- 
perda, than from that of an 
Alberoni, however more intre- 


pid and enterpriſing the Genius of 


the latter may be. 

The Miniſtry of Monfieur Col- 
bert, in France, has been 0 
far greater Prejudice to this King- 
dom, than even that of Cardinal 
"Richlieu's, ' who is ſuppefed to 
have laid the Foundation of the 


great 
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The PREFACE. 
great Power of that Mmarcty. 
It is true the Projetts of the. 
latter were vaſt, but as they tended 
more to the Encreaſe of Terri tory, 
than of Commerce, they could. not 
be ſo injurious to us, who are ſe- 
cured by Nature from Attempts of 
that Kind, as tho, e of | the 1 
whoſe principal View was the En. 
couragement of Manufattures and 
— = 7 
The Duke de Ripperda has 
given early Proofs of his Genius 


Vr Commerce; and if his Schemes, 


whilſt yet 4 private Man, have 
met with ſo great Succeſs, as to 
enable the King his Maſter to 
cloth his Troops with Manufafures 
F the Growth of bis own King- 
dom,” (an Article, for which S 
was heretofore beholding to El 

De a_ 


The PREFACE 
gland, ) may it not be juſtly. ap- 
— 2 now he 1s Ln 1 
mer that he will ſo far encourage 
the Woollen Manufature in that 
Kingdom, as to deprive us entirely 
of that valuable Branch of our 
Commerce. 3 

There is no Country in the known 
World more capable of Improve- 
ment than Spain; but it has been 
our good Fortune hitherto, that 
uo: Miniſter of a commercial Ge- 
nius has had the chief Rule there, 
and I wiſh there were no Reaſon 
at this Time, for apprebending a 
Change of Fortune in their Fa- 
Vvour, from the Hill and Abillity 
of the preſent Prime Miniſter. 

Dur Court, in Conjuntfion with 
that of France, bas been the 
Means of the Removal of the late 
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The PREFACE. 
Prime Mir of | that - Crawn, 
and I wiſh, with all my Heart, 
we may ave the like n in 
Relation to the Preſent. I am 
very ſure our Reaſons for the 
Removal of the latter, are not 
leſs cogent, than thoſe pere for. 
that of the Former. How, or in 
what Manner this is to be effetled, 
I vill not take upon me to ſay, i 
but this, T think, I may ſay with i 
Certainty, that the Elevation of Þ 
this great Man, bodes the Wool. 
eee e of - England W la 

Mynheer Van Robert, = | 
Dutchman, „eng the World W 
what that induſtrious People are 
ap of ; this ingenious Work- 

encouraged by Monfieur Col- 
ber ſettled Confer of 2 
lot 


The RR E HA C RB. 
Goth. at Abbeville in France, 
and tho ' be muſt-have daboured un- 
dur alyoft- inſuperable-Diffitulties, 
in at much, as. that Kingdom pro- 
duces no one Ingredient neceſſary in 
the Compoſution of that Sort of Ma. 
nufatture'; yet, by his Skill and in- 
defatigable- Application; he has 
brought: that Species of Cloth to ſo 


þ all, lefs beautiful, or indeed 

s valuable, in all Reſpefts, than 
courr ; notwithſtanding we were the 
ſole: Pofſeſſors of that ineſtimable 
Art for ſome Centuries Fo ag and 
the uchi Aead. of Advantage of 
aun Full Barth, © © 
"Tf" then, one Dutchman has 
Ader to 22 the Weoollen Mi- 
upaBinre to fo: great an Height in 


a 1 


oY ties, 
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eat Perfeition, as to be very little, 5 
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The PREFACE. 
ties, as is mentioned above, what 
may not the other, veſted with all 
the Power and Authority imaginable, 
be ſuppoſed to do in Spain, a Coun- 
try abounding in every Thing, a 
Country to whom even we are ob. 
liged for the Mooll of which our 
ſuperfine Cloth is made, 2 
Mp Concern for the Welfare of 
England has made me dwell lon- 
ger, and more warmly on this Sub- . 
jedi, than perhaps I needed; but | 
as my Warmth is an honeſt one, I 
do not think that an Engliſh WK 
Reader will be diſpleaſed at it. 1 
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Ways and Means, &c. 
| 2. 


— wopubliſn'd of late Years on Na- 
4 tional Affairs; ſome to ſhew 
N the World the Nature of our 

Debts, how they were con- 


\ 
* 


tracted, and what Funds were approptiated 


for the Payment of the annual Intereſt of 
them; ſome again magnifying the preſent 
 flouriſhin 
ſpe& to former Times, and concluding (but 
moſt wrongfully in my humble Opinion) 
from thence, that the Neticoal Debts cauſe 
a Circulation, and conſequently rather for- 
ward than obſtrut our Commerce. And 
others tell us, that by great Induſtry, => 
. Ve 


> 


HERE have been many Trads 


State of our Commerce, with re- 


but I have not ſeen any that ſhew us how 
this may be effected, in any determined ſhort 
Space of Time, without laying a more grie- 
vious Burden on the People, than what they 
labour under, at preſent. | S 


= 
FA * > 
. * 
1 = 4 . . 
* 
. * 
. — N 
— — . 
m * 


— - * - - - — 4 — 
* — * N E * — 
— — — s _ a — 

awe, *. = 1 

224 - = 


a> 4 
7 
pe „ 
oy a 
- 
* 


, > 
wen Apo 4... - 


A — cen, 


Br IEA. a — 


— 


This is the wain Point to be conſider'd, 
and ſhould be the conſtant Subject of our 
Converſations; on this publick ſpirited To- 
pick all our Writers ſhould employ their Pens, 
and our Stateſmen their 832 | 

This, as it affects the whole, ſo it does 
every Individual of the Community; and there- 
fore every one has a Right; nay more, is un- 
der an indiſpenſable Obligation of oontribu- 
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ting tothe beſt of his Power, towards bringing 
bit! about this ſo great and laudable a Deſign. © 
= It was this tacit Obligation which prompted 
me to appear in Print, and however unequal 
I may be. deemed to the Undertaking, yet, 
I could not forbear - communicating my 
Thoughts to the Publick on this Subject, be- 
ing of Opinion, that ſomewhat of- this: Kind 
is abſolutely neceſſary. at this Juncture of 
Time, And altho' 1 am far from thinking 
the Scheme which I here offer, to be unex- 
- ceptionable in many Parts of it, yet I am 

not out of Hopes that it may be dae Mn 
2&2] | | : 0 
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of inducing forne abler Pen to handle the 


| * | | 
The Majority of the Members compofing 
the Legiſlature, as they cannot poſſibly t 
fappoſed to have any great Notions of Com- 
merce, having no Op ortunitres of being Jet 
into the true Nature op it, are often impos'd 
upon by crafty and ſelfiſn Men, whom they 
are under a Sort of Neceflity of following 
in Matters relating to Trade. . 
It were much to be with'd, our Gentry 
would apply themſelves, more than they do ar 
preſent, to the Knowledge of Trade in gene- 
ral, and particularly to that of theſe King- 
doms for as we are a Trading People, 1t 
is more incumbent upon our Nobility and 
Gentry, than upon thoſe of other Nations, 
to be skilled in 1 Myſteries of Commerce; 
but as they are a learned and ingenious Body, 
a few Hints will ſuffice to put them into a 
juſt Way of thinking in Matters of this Na- 
ture, however different the Subje& may be 
from that of their _ Studies. 
It is the Intereſt, as well as Duty of thoſe 
without Doors, to give them of the Legiſlature 
all the Lights poſhble in Matters relating to 
the Publick; and as I think it mine, I ven- 
tured to offer the following Scheme to their 
Confideratifn. Happy if any Part of it ſhall 
be deemed worthy of their Attention! 
Wichout enlarging on the Nature of our 
Debts, or inquiring whether great Part of 
| | 32 them 


53 
them may not have been ſaved to the Na- 
tion, let it ſuffice at preſent, that we are 
indebted in no leſs a Sum than almoſt Three- 
ſcore Millions Sterling, and that the preſent 
ſinking Fund is fo inconſiderable, as to afford 
us but a remote Proſpect of the Diſcharge 

of them in the Days of our greeneſt Youth. 
We are told indeed, this Fund will be ; 
reatly encreas'd 1n the Year, 1927, which 

f wiſh, I ſaw Reaſon for believing, or that | 
even the preſent, how ſaall it be, will re- 

main for the Uſe it was deſign'd; nor will 

my «doubting in this Particular. ſeem abſurd 

to any one, wo will conſider the preſent 

Situation of publick Affairs in Europe, and the 

different Intereſts of its ſeveral Sovereigns. , 
But ſuppoſing, we ſhall not be hindered by 

any future Neceſſities of the State, to apply 

theſe Funds to the Uſes they were intended 

for; (a Suppoſition to be made only for Con- 

deſcention's Sake) it ſeems to me plain to a 

Demonſtration, our Debts can ſcarcely be 

paid off in the preſent Century. A melan- 

eholy Reflection to them who have tht Good 

of Poſterity at Heart! 5 

- It is therefore abſolutely. neceſſary, that 

ſome Means be found out for raiſing a ſink- 

ing Fund, conſiderable endugh, in Addition 

to that already appropriated, which may put 

the Payment of gur Debts, in ſome fix d ſmall 

Space of Time, heypnd all Doubt or, Contra- 
nenen publick. ſpueed Tale 

. . i &. 8 17 + ' whic 
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| „ COW 
which has ſo long reigned in this Land, and 
ſo neceſſary towards the Succels of Govern: 
ment-Schemes, may be changed into a Diffi- 
dence of the preſent Security, not with Re- 
lation to the Principal only, but even of the "Wl 
tereſt, SPP t | 8 43.40 
Spain is a ſufficient Inſtance what a 
Weight old Debts are upon any Country. 
The large Anticipations which began in 1588, 
under Philip the II, in order to carry on the 
War againſt Queen Elizabeth and the Dutch, 
and which were continued on from Year to 
Year, without any Meaſures taken to leſſen 

the Debt, have contributed more towards 
ſinking the Spaniſh Monarchy, than all tlieir 

„other dal Councils put together. 3 

The chief Branches of that Crown's Reve- 

nue have been imployed, for almoſt One 
hundred and fifty Years paſt, in the Payment 
of the Intereſt of Money borrowed about the - WM 
Period of Time mentioned above; which is 
the Reaſon that Nation was ſo little able, ever 
ſince, to maintain the Figure ſhe once made 
in the World: For when the Nouriſhment 
which ſhould ſupport the Body-Politick is 
diverted another Way, à Declention of its 
Strength and Vigonr, will infallibly follow. 
It ſeemed to have been a ſtanding Maxim 
with the Miniſtry of Spain, never to take 
any Meaſures towards the Diſcharge . of the 
5 7 of that Crown; for to this Day we 
$290.09 ee e e e 
be 3 
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of them, however, embroiled and entangled 
their Princes have been from their Neglect 
in this Particular. 2 ee 
© A Stzwar), ſeldom accumulates great Riches 
unleſs their Lords be encumbered, fo the Mi- 
niſters of Spain muſt have beſt found theit 


% 


Accounts, by 8 their Princes always 
needy and in Debt; for altho* the Revenue 
of a Crown, is at all Times an ample Field 
to range in, for thoſe that have the Manage- 
ment of it; yer, it yields a much better Cro 

when the publick Neceſſities are very gel 


ſing. | 

"BIA of this Nature, may be practiced 
in Countries govern'd diſpoticly ; but in a 
'mix'd Govertimeut, ſuch. as ours, it ſeems to 
be, impracticable: For if any Sett of Briti 
Miniſters, ſhould take upon them to adviſe de- 
laying the Diſcharge of out Publick Debts, we 
have a King and Parliament would, not only 
give no Attention to Councils ſo deſtructive 
to the Welfare of the Kingdom, but likewiſe, 
would certainly inflict Puniſhments on them, 
adequate to the Inſolence and Blackneſs of 
the Crime. But the known Integrity of our 
preſent Miniſters, and their firm Attachment 
to the true Intereſt of their Prince and Coun- 
try, are ſure Pledges to us, that no particu- 
lar Intereſt will Hinder them from giving a 
helping Hand to ſo laudable a Work, as 
of the Diſcharge of the National Debts; and 


therefore, as it cannot be doubted that all 
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Orders of Men (a few, wercenary Stock- 
Jobbers, the Drones of the Nation, excepted) 
will be glad to find how ſoon this may be 
effected; it only remains to be conſidered how 
this is to be done without clogging Commerce, 
or laying too great a Load on Land, _ 
The ans: is already o fetter'd, as to be, 
ſcarcely at Liberty to crawl in the beaten: 
and the other ſo encumbered, as to 

be almoſt render d incapable of acting her 
Part, in Con junction with Commerce; be- 
tween whom an Equality is ever fo be pre- 
ſerved, as being the great Pillars on which 
the. State is ſupported. And however, ſome 
People may think otherwiſe, as biaſs d by a 
particular — it ſeems to me evident to 
a Demonſtration, that the greater Laad is laid 
on Land, the worſe it is for Trade; as, on the 
contrary, the leſs it is burdened, the mare 
vigorous and, extenſive. will be our Cam- 


It muſt be allowed, that the leſs the Land- 
lord is obliged to pay to the Government, 
the better Bargain he can afford the Tenant, 
and this latter will have it more in his 
Power, to afford the Product of his Induſtry 
to the Manufacturer and Exporter at an 
eaſier Rate, by which we ſhall be enabled 
to underſeli other Nations at foreign Markets; 
an Advantage we haye been, unacquainted. with 
of late Years, to; the Loſs of many Branches 
of our Trade. But as I ſhall have Occaſion 
; | * 
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to ſpeak more particularly to this Sab . 
eafter, I take Leave f it for the preſent, 
and ball now endeivour to ſhew, that a com- 
perent Fund may be raiſed for the Pa ment 
of the National Debt, without incumbering 
either Land or T rade; nay more, that it is 
bot 2 done very much to the Advantage of 
The received Maxim of Equilit in levy- 
ing any Tax, is to be underſtogd' to have 
Aan only to the Wealth and Riches of 
the Subject; and therefore, when the poorer 
(always the "1abouring and induſtricus) Part of 
the People are loaded to the utmoſt, ' and 
that an Aid muſt neceſſarily” be raiſed for the 
common Good; then I ſay, the Rich alone 


| ſhould ſupply the Warts of the State. 


But this is to be done with the greateſt 
Gentleneſs imaginable, and if poffible, as it 
would be a Means to engage them to com- 
ply with the greater Alacrity, ſome Compen- 

be inade, either at the preſent, 
or itt Time to come, to the Contributors to 


ſuch an Aid, even in the Execution of it. 


And more, ſtrict Regard is to be had to Cir- 

5 vs in the Exccution of ſuch a Project, 
as" abſolutely effential to the Welfare of the 

Nation. 

Fo. + ca had theſe ſeveral Pointe in View 8s 

& proceeded, in forming tlie following Scheme, 

eee ſo ſubcetded, as to 


be judged conducive to the great and 1 


. ; 4 = 
: — 
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Ends, I propoſed ſhouldl acerue to the Na- 


X tion from the Execution of it, namely, tha 


Advancement of Trade, the Payment off our 
National Debt, and W Stop to our * 
ſent Luxury. 

J have added, Obſariation on exc kg a- 
rate Article. of the Scheme, in which L biden 


jane wes th anſwer, any 'Obj jections which | 


be raiſed: againſt them. 

"Boe as cannot 2 bios tol be able | Wente 
to the of every Reader, I ſhall content 
my ſelf witk pleaſing the unbiaſed confiderd 
ing part of them, ho I am ſure will be 
always pleaſtd at any: Agtempt _ . 
lief o er native rr e ri 
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The SCHEME; 


Article 1. That the Silyex Coin of By 
Great-Byitain be a ented 4 
gor Gang, above I fee * A” 
rent Value. And 10 Value _-, 
of Prop Gold 8 0 adjuſted ( 20, 000 
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Brought over 307101720» 090 
4. Tit all the iioughoGeki and on 011 
Silver (Plate for the Uſe of ihnen 4 
Church excepted): un/Great-Bri- |. 2. 
tain, above a certain limited! 
Weight, be brought into the 
Koyal Mint, by a Day prefixed, | 
[and coined ; and for = Ad-. 
vancement of Circulation, that & 
ſeveral Mints be cftabliſned inf 
the Kingdom. N 0 92 
By rhis Article no immediate Bel b n en 
nefit will accrue to the Crown, = 
Being calculated purely for the. 
Advancement of the Nations,, 
Trade, and the Reducement of 
the Intereſt of Mouey. 


3. That no Perſon, be allowed to 
wear Diamonds'or Jewels, with- 
out a Certificate to be purchaſed 
from the Government, for the 
Sum of 20 J. and to be contij-- 
nued yearly ; computed at Kr 


That x Fax of 4 per Ann. be 

laid on the Wrarers of Flanders( 

Lace, or any Eace made 
hread 
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30H t 1%, DV 
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09,081 Brought over. | - MOWK 50, ooo | F 
"0 5. That (a Tag of fifey Shilling Sed v1 1 
ber An „h. be laid on e | i 
"au Cambrick and Laon 5 f 

6. That a Tax of 5 T's per Ann. be) = F 


laid on theWearersofBotdlorSi-% 10, * 
ver, in _ p Madden hidiverer, Y' 


7: That 4 . e : 
Ann. be 4 don the 198 52554 
ede es 185 — 16 5 Na it A 
ture e 15 ut. 1 403 
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kr 1 55 An Bk 1255 in 280, e0 
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mon, ters. = 839d 11s. 5 


5 


13418 Ar } Hong 
9. That; A Thx of 16 c 4 e 177 


be laid on alt Gch * 
, riots, and Berl ines, 3 pro- 


portlonabſe One on Chaiſes, & 200, O00 
Chairs of Carriage, &c. Hack- 

ney and Stage Coacki excepted ; | 
el computed at ay 


Carried over 1480,000 ooo 
S Brought 


6 
509 8 Brought over OT 
10. That a Tax ef 20 l. per Ann. 
be laid on Taverns, and alle 


Houſes, Cellars, Sc. R 
Wine; 3 computed | at, = =p = > mee 


n. nere ier al Yi Io! 
Law, :payable by the Wa: ; 


tiff only, viz. for every 
under 26 J. tive illings yrs | 

proportibnably 15 gteat g, 3 
As this Ate "ir allieaPr F _ 
for th Refi of the poor Tratfeſ.. 5 
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* Brought over 
14. EA of. four. Mil. 
lions iſhed or one Near, 
to be drawn Quarterly; ah 


Tickets worth but Bo 
lings each, and 6 

be deducted out 17 Prizes, 
towards the intended Fund; 
which, together with 10,000 J. 
ariſing. from the Receipt of the 


2 
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Money, even. at g per Cent. will | 


1745,000 


produce annually - - - - - - - - Z 


15. That all the Companies, Son ' 


, . Cietics, or Fublick Funds, ;fub-|. , ..:, 
. Liſting at preſent, except the 
three great panics, namely, . 15:9199Lb 
be diffolved. and incorporated in- 3 41 3o 


* to one, or all. the. aforeſaid; three > 100, | 
by Connie; and: for the Benefit | p 

uch Incorporation, that a 
ax of 5, per. Ceut he laid on che 
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_—_ aofiele⸗ 
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ſeveral Sums\{o incoxpar 
een that 100, O00 l. may 


ene this Articl er nt ww) = q 
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SE .* -—Broug ht 0 er „ e 
16. a Ta wy, toner Cent, ber 

nn be n 280 11 . 
made by the Treafury, whether | © 
by Way of Sallary, Penfron, i *- 
Intereſt of the” National Debt, { 
or otherwiſe; the Pay of com. a 
mon Soldiers and Seamen* ex- ah 
cepted = - + - rs & wo. — panic. 0 
251.1 70 N LI 15 — — 
(5 vp * total 112. [2270,000 


oo. — — - n 115 od 64 It! þ 


This Sum of 2270, ot — with 
that ſinking Furid* already eſt ihed, and 
that other which may be added, br 2 Re- 
ducement; of the Netten Intereſt Money 
(which is apprehended muſt be a Conſequence 
of the Basel f this Scheme, without 
any Act of Parliament, as practiced hereto- 
_ will bey ok our Debts in a very few 


But to filence i Ctiteinn about the Cal- 
culation of -the® Produce of the (aforeſaid 
Scheme, I think it neceſſary to declare, that 
1 believe it not to be exact in "ret Particu- 
tar; for my Deſign being only to demon- 
Arms how à Conliderable fi ing Fund is 
to be raiſed, without any Reſtraint to Trade, 
or burdening Land, I did not think my ſelf 
obliged to be over ſcrupulous about the quan- 
tum öf each particular Article; that being 

a Matter 


(15) 
a Matter leaſt material in, Works of this, 
af "The rather, that every Clerk, in the 
Exchequer can 0 from Precedents) ſupply 0 
this Occaſion. lis 05! 

This Bererer, 1 will, venture to fay i in 
Juſtification of the Calculation; that I believe 
I am not a great Way off the Mark; and 
tho? I ſhould, I have this, particular: Satis- 
faction, that if it ſhall produce leſs, ſome. of 
the Ends which I prop 08 ſhould ariſe from 
it, will not be the 2 anſwered, which are 
the Increaſe of Commerce, and the curhivg 
our preſent: Luxury. 

; Before I enter, into the Dir cuſſion of each 
particular Article of the Scheme, I think it 
proper to ſay ſomewhat in che General of 

L. „in as much, as great Part of the 
Scheme i is founded on the Suppreſſion of it. 

Luxury was ever locked upon to be 9 
Fore· runner of a decaying State; and tho} 
it may ſeem at firſt View, to be the Compa- 
nion of Riches; and Affluence, the Produc- 
tions of Trade, yet it will be found in the 
End, deſtructivg of that I Commerce, | 
which at fuſt gave it beit 
Commerce is of Benefit to 2 Nation, ſo 

Ong 35, + DF, it, the Ballance of Trade is pre- 
ſerved on her Side; and this is never te be, 
done, but by the Export of her own native 
n and the re- Export of thoſe of 

ther Soils roy] home 4. her, by the In-, 

_ of her Natives. But if the Luxury, 
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curb their Luxury, as in 


I 


| .- -» 
of her Inhabitants {6 enhagces the. Price o 
Eabour; as not to be able to ſend © ary 
ker Manufactures as cheap as her Neſghhour 
— 11K Aa of 2 2 5 8 
againſt her copfequently a, Deca 
ever imperceptible it may En to be . ; will 


Tfthis be Fruth in it ſ. 


into this Predicamemt; is it not advifeable to 


4 Rem before it be too be To 
the 3 to Turkey, ; and; Spain, as 
appeal 


for he 7 Truth * this Sor th Pu, | 


"The Romans Rave had their ſumptuary 
T_ on were 2 4 Obſervers of We 
remained great, E 
Country; and 


| Pavers of their 


temners of them, in 

creaſe of their Power. and Virtue. 

* E 2 \ her” = 225 Folic 
ein e, enforces its ſumptu WK 

with the 2 Rigqur: And it 5 2 

their Steadineſs in this one Point, has cn- 

trihuted more. towards the. Prefervation of 


their State, than any or all their other politi- 


cal Mazims. _ 
Even the French Nation, wich all their 
Levity, and Love of l have Laws 


Liveges, bling 
The 


of Coaches, &c. 
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as 1 un- . 
doubtedly it is, and that we, by our Extra- 
vagance and Luxury, = brought our felves 
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by ſalutary Prohibitions. 


8 
The Dutch are phlegmatiek, grave, parci- 
tmonious People, and conſequently. not in- 
elined to Novelty, in the Faſhion of their 
Apparel; for which Reaſon, there is no Ne- 
deſſity for Laws to enforce Oeconomy among 


them, or moſt certainly they would have had 
ſuch. | . | 


But we being Iſlanders, ate naturally prorle | 


to Change and Novelty, in moſt Things, the 


Variety of Modes ititroduced amongſt us of 


late Years, clearly evince this Truth. I ſay 


then, ſince we are inclined by our very Na- 
tures, to ruin cur ſelves in tlie foregoing 
Mariner, it is incumbent oi the wiſeſt amongſt 
us, to put a Stop to this our Deſtruction, 

But as we are a free Pedþle, tenacious of 
our Liberty in every Particular, it may not 
be ſo proper, to pur an intire Reſtraint. upon 


us; but rather do it by Way of Mul& or 
Fine. as calculated in the Scheme; by which, 


as the People are left” to their Option, they 


will have the lefs Reaſon fo complain ef 
Hardſhips ; and this Method, as it will be 


equal to a Prohibition, will anſwer the Ends 


propoſed by this Part of the Scheme. 


I ſhall now proceed to obſerye ſevetally. | 
on gach Article of the Scheme, in the ſame _ 
Order as they are inſerted ; and firſt of an 


| Augmentation of our Silver Specie, 


(1 
. 2 
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| AR-TIGLE I. . 

The Fineſs of our dilver Coin, in Reſpect 
to that of our neighbouring Nations, is the 
» Reaſon why it is become of late Years fo 
ſcarce; nor can the Exportation of it, any 


more than the melting it down at home, be 


higdered, whilſt ſuch a Benefit as 4 to.5 per 


Cent. ariſes from ſo doing, however rigorous 


the Laws may be to the contrary. | 
The defired Augmentation of 4 5 per Cent. 
(viz, the Crown. piece at 5 s. 2 d. 2, and the 
leſſer Pieces proportionably) it is preſumed, 
will put an effectual Stop to the aforeſaid 
Practices- The Value of the Gold Specie 
muſt at the ſame Time be adjuſted, in due 
Proportion to the Augmentation on Silver. 


The lowering of the Gold ſome Years ago, 


as, by it, our Sores have not been healed 
hitherto, ſhews no Method, but an Augmen- 
' tition of our Silver Specie, can redreſs the 
Nation's Grievance in this Particular, | 
It cannot be objected with any Colour of 
Reaſon, that an Augmentation of our Coin, 
will create a Diffidence of us in Foreigners, 
ſince we ſhall not raiſe it above its intrin- 
ſick Value, among thoſe very People who 
may be ſuppoſed to raiſe the Objection. The 
whole Diſpute then lies here, whether we 
ſhall preſerve our Specie at home, by a juſt 
and reaſonable Augmentation, or by conti- 
nuing it on the preſent Footing, leave 
1 Wort 
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worth the while of our Neighbours an! Ri- 
vals in Trade, to take it away from us. 

It were indeed to be wiſhed, the Alloy in 
our Silver Coin, had been double what 1t 1s 
at preſent, viz. 18 Penny Weight to the 
Pound Troy of fine Silver; for this would 
anſwer our Purpoſe 2s well. as an Augmen- *' 
tation: But fince àa new Coinage would be 
both expenſive and too dilatory, in Reſpect 
to the Circulation neceſſary to Trade, an'Aug- 
mentation is the only Method can be deviſed 
for keeping our Silver Coin at home, and 
hindering thoſe amongſt us, who conſult but 
their own private Intereſt, from melting it 
down. A knewn Practice among Jews, Gold- 
ſmiths, and others. 

I muſt own my {elf to be of Opinion, that 
the Exportation of Bullion, coined or other- 
wiſe, ſhould not be reſtrained in a Trading 
Nation, any more than that of any other 
Merchandize ; and altho* my Notion, in this 
Particular, may be ſupported by many co- 
gent Reaſons, yet, in as much as the Wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature has thought otherwiſe, I 
don't think it proper, for the preſent, to urge 
the Point any farther; I ſhall only add, that 


as all Prohibitions, relating to the Exporta- 
tion of our Coin, have proved ineffectual 


hitherto, ſo it is to be apprehended, they 
will continue to be ſo in Time to come; 
and therefore it ſnould be conſidered, not ſo 
much, how the Exportation of our Specie is 

D 2 3 
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to be reſtrained, by rigorous Laus, as how 
the Temptatiop of the Profit, accruing to the 

Exporter, may be taken away; and ] believe 

it will be found, that an Augmentation is the 


only Remedy, can be applied to this can- 
kering Evil, 


ARTICLE IL 


It would he endleſs to enumerate the 
many Advantages, which muſt neceſſarily ac- 
crue to the Nation, from the Coinage of 
our wrought Bullion, It is computed, the 
wrought Plate of Great- Britain, is in Value, 
above Five Millions Sterling; and what In- 
fluence ſuch an Addition to our preſent Spe- 
cie, muſt have towards a quicker Circulation, 
and the Reducement of the Intereſt of Money, 
is ſo obvious, as makes all Argument to en- 
force the Truth of the Aſſertion uſeleſs. 

The Poſſeſſors of the ſaid wrought Bul- 
lion, (who alone can be ſuppoſed to loſe 
on this Occaſion) will be conſiderable Gainers 
by parting with it to the Mint, notwith- 
ſtanding they ſhould receive no Conſidera- 
tion for the Faſhion of it: This is Self. 
evident, from the Calculation of an annual 
Intereſt ariſing out of the Bullion, ſo con- 
verted into Specie, and which will be other- 
wiſr intirely uſeleſs in their Hands. In fo 
ſmall a Space of Time, as four Years, the 

aceruing Intereſt, will more than attone for 
the Lois ſuſtained by the Faſhion, as it will 


in 
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in few more Years double the Capital in the 
Hands of the Proprietors, and continue ſo to 
do ad infinitum. | „ 
If Parents did conſider the real Intereſt of 
their Children, 1 am fatisfied, they would 
not bury ſo much of their Fortune in Plate, 
Jewels, and unneceſſary Furniture, as I am 
very ſorry, is too well-known to be the Pra- 
ctice 8 preſent Age, | þ 
To illuſtrate this yet more, let us ſuppoſe 
One hundred Pounds laid out in Plare, 
Jewels, &c. at the Time of the late Revolution, 
and ſo employed, has not, to this Time,produced 
one Penny to the Owner; I lay . let 
us ſuppoſe, this 100 /. put out to Uſe, at ſo 
low an Intereſt as 5 per Cent. it would by 
this Time, amount to a Sum very little ſhort 
of Five hundred Pounds, What might it 
not be were it employed in Trade ? 
Were our Tradeſmen as. parſimonious in 
theſe Articles, as the publick Good, and that 
of their own private Families require, we 
ſhould not ſee ſo many of them fail, nor 
ſo many of the innocent 2 working Peo- 
ple undone, as muſt neceſſarily be the Con- 
ſequence of ſuch Failures. | 
I it be objected, that by ſuch a Law, the 
Gold-ſmith Trade will be rendered uſeleſs, 
and ſo à Number of the Subjects ruined ;, it 
may be anſwered, that this does not conſe- 
quentially follow, Plate of all Weights for 
Exportation, and under a limited ö fo 
; | ome - | 
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home Conſumption, being tolerated. But 
ſuppoſing, there may be ſome Hardſhips thrown 

on thoſe Manufacturers; can the private In- 
tereſt of ſo few, weigh againſt the univer- 
ſal Good of the Nation? Hb 

It may be further urged in Favour of this 
Article, that the apparent Want of Silver 
Specie in the Nation, requires an immediate 
Redreſs, if we would preſerve a Girculation 
amongſt the induſtrious and laborious Part of 
the People, rr in the remote Coun- 
ties of the Kingdom. | | | 
The Coinage of Silver in the Tower of 

London, ſince the Year 1699, has not exceed- 

ed 530, coo. and there is no doubt, that 

much more of our Silver Specie has been 

melted down and exported, ſince that Period 

of Time; ſo, that à Supply of this Species of 

Coin, ſeems abſolutely neceſſary to the Wel- 

fire of the Nation, and it is preſumed, this 

is not any otherwiſe to be effected, than by 

2 Colnage of our wrought Plate. 

| ARTICLE Il. 

By a Prohibition of the Wear of Diamonds | 
and other Jewels, under the Penalty expreſſed 
in the Scheme, it is not doubted, but we 
ſhall part with moſt of ours, and in ſo do- 
ing, throw the Load of this Part of our 
Luxury on the neighbouring Nations, who 
for a. long Time have . ſettled it upon us, 


very much againſt the true Intereſt of the 
Nation. The 


a 
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The preſent Owners of Jewels will, in a | 


very little Time, gain by getting rid of 
. - theirs, tho for much leſs than the firſt 
Coſt. The ſame Argument of an annual ac- 
ing Intereſt urged in the precedent Ar- 
ticle of Plate, may ſerve to confirm this 
Truth. If Mr. P -:t had fold his great Dia- 
mond on his Arrival from the Indies, for a 
Moiety of what the French King paid for 
it, he would be a richer Man, than he is 
at preſent. | | 
This Tranſaction proves my Hypotheſis 
beyond Contradiction; for who can deny, 
but that the Money brought from France hy 
that Gentleman, has proved of much more 
real Advantage to the Nation, than the ufelefs 
os could have been. The ſame Reaſon 
holds good, with reſpect to the ſmalleſt 
Jewel, when it ceaſes to be transferred from 
Kingdom to Kingdom, and from Hand to 
Hand, like any other Merchandize. 5 


ARTICLE IV. 


This Article of the Lace is become a grie- 
vious Burden to the Nation, to ſo great an 
Extravagance are we grown in the Uſe of it. 
We are ſupplyed from Flanders with all or 
moſt part of this ſuperfluous Article. A Coun- 
try become juſtly obnoxious to us of late, and 
will ever appear to be ſo to a Lover of this 
Kingdom, whilſt the Ballance of Trade en- 

| | — 5 creaſes 
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wt. | * 
ceaſes on her Side, as it has done of late 
Years. IR N end . 

Flanders is in Want of but very few of 
our Commodities, and that little which ſhe | . 
takes of us, ſhe will be obliged to have, 
altho we ſhould not take a Yatd of her Lace. ' 
Why then ſhall we, by an Extravagance very 1 
eaſily curbed, put near, if not full 300, oco /. c 
pour y into the Pockets of our Enemies in | 
rade. | 

A Prohibition of this Article, and the ſub- 
ſequent, under the Reſtrictions mentioned in 
the Scheme, would, in all Appearance, more 
effectually put a Stop to the further Progreſs 
of the India Company, lately eſtabliſhed in 
Auſtrian Netherlands, than any Methods hi- 
therto made Publicxk. COR LON 

It may be objeRed, that by the projected 
Tax, our own home ManufaQure of Lace will 
go to Decay; far from it, the Exportation 
of that Commodity muſt neceſſarily be tlie 
Conſequence of the Diſuſe of it at home, 
and the Difference then will be, that inſtea 
of conſuming. our own Lace, we ſhall carry 
it to the Spaniards, Portugueſe, &c. arid 
bring home good Bullion in Return. 
A prudent Government ſhould encoutage 
ManufaQures of every Kind, but above all, 
thoſe of para rhe = Materials ate of 
the Product of the Country ſo encouraging; 
the only Material in Lis is Thread, fo 
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Which we pay heartily to our Neighbouts's 
ppoſing Fwd this 505 of Manufiftre en f 
tirely aboliſhed, might nor the Hands em- 
ployed in it, be made more uſeful to tbie 
Dommon Wealth, in the Woollen? Yes moſt 
certainly! And therefore no Sort of "_ — 
dice, but on the contraty, a, very gteat Be- 
neſit, Would accrue' to the Nation, from the 
Eſtabliſhment of the projetcd E. 

| n . AR TIC L E ; V. | 05 = ; 
The Uſe of Cambrick and Lawn is moſt 
ſurprizingly increaſed among us of late Years, 
and for — that can de imagined, ex- 
cept it be to enrich, our Neighbours z, for 
. Muftine may ſerve as well, in all its Uſes, 
and indeed better, in ſome, as being more 
beautiful to the Eye, and very little, if as 
l 7 Oo TRENge 


We have a Trade to the Exft-Indiix, Wich 
ſome have aſſerted (tho? tinwarrantably , in 
my Opinion) to be of no Beneht to, the 
Nation; yet, ſinee we have it, Self- Intereſt 
requires we ſhould encourage it, ſo fat as 
may be conſiſtent with our home Manufac- 
tures; and that this Species does not inter- 
fere with any now on Foot amongſt us, is 
nconteſtable. ED 4 
It is incredible to think, how far this Grigle 
Article carries the Ballance of Trade agaigiſt 
us, in Favour of our Rivals ;-and as it is 
u Cominodlity of ſmall Bulk, it will be im- 
"BITE K poſſible 


* 


poſlible, any more, than, Lace, to hinder the 
clandeſtine Importation of it, and, \theretore.zs 


only. to be reſtrained, 1 in the Manner Ne 


ded here. 

- It needed. not to be added, that. common 
Policy requires we., thould take ſome.; Mea- 
2 5 of this Nature, in order to diſtreſs- a 

certain Neighbour, Who, in all Appearance, 
"will in Time become a, powerful Rival in 
Trade, except proper Precautions are taken, 
I don't remember of any Treaty now ex- 
dinge between Uu. and that Nation, which 
bt impede. an, entire Tenne of the 
| 2 «foregoing Articles but fa 155 there 
had been ſuch an. Obſtacle in, „the 
Method here Propoſed, may be 825 Iſe of 
without infringing in the leaſt, on ſuch a 
© Treaty; ; for without Doubt, every Sovereign 
"has a Ripht to lay an Exciſe. on the Con- 
„ſumption of any Couunadity in his own-Do- 
minlons, tho he may 115 ſo. juſtly, forbid 


the Importation f it, whilſt he. remains in 


44572 
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* 
* 
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Amity with, the Fay, wank, e it 
S NK Tl E VI. | 
A WPF 6. ol the Uſe of Gold and 
* Silver in Apparel, (except by Certificate, as 
ſet, forth in the Scheme) can be attended 
with no Sort of Inconveniency to the Pub- 


lick; but on the contrary, the Decreaſe of 


its Uſe at home, will put our Workmen upon 
manu- 


» 
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of the Scheme, that it will be a Means to 
put a Stop to the clandeſtine Tmportition of- 
this Species of Goods from France; a Practice 


: 
1 1 2 
\ & 441 * 
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notoriouſly carried on at this Time. 


The Tax is ſo moderate, as to be but | 


very Trifle to them, who may be ſuppoſed 


to be in a Condition to wear Gold 'and Sil- 
ver; and it may be a Means to hinder thoſe 
of inferior Fortunes, from undoing themſelves 
in e to imitate the Rig. 


It may be obſerved further, that the Hu- 
midity of our Climate, as more apt to tarniſh, 
than a dryer Air, augments our Expence in 


this Particular, beyond that of other Na- 


tions. 


ARTICLE VI. 
A Tax of ten Shillings per Ann. on the 


Wearers of Perriwigs, will be ſo light a 


Burden on the Rich, and ſo little affects the 
Poor, in as much as they are left to their 
Choice, that it is preſumed, few Arguments 


will be required to demonſtrate the Reaſon- 


ableneſs of it. 5 235 
It is to be obſerved, that we are at this 
very Time ſupplied from France, Holland, 
Flanders, Spain, and other Countries, wi 
at leaſt, two Thirds of all the human Hai 
E 2 made 
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made uſe of in Great- Britain, which ſtill con · 
curs to turn the Dallange of Trade to our 
Diſadvantage. 1 . 
If the foreign Hair imported, were again 
exported manufactured into Perriwigs, then 


would the Importation of it, be of Benefit to 


the Nation; but it being apparent, that it is 
entirely conſumed at home, it produces a 
contrary Effect; and therefore the projected 
Tax, as it may be a Means to induce Part 
of the inferior People, to leave off the Uſe 
of Perriwigs, will, it is preſumed, occaſion 


an Increaſe in the Export of this Species of 


Goods. 


rer . | 
Ihe induſtrious working Part of the Subjects, 
are emirely exempt {rom the projected Tax on 
the Wearers of Swords; and the rich, tis to 
be hoped, will think it no great Burden, par- 
ticularly the Gentlemen in Commiſſion under 
the Crown, by whoſe Bounty they ſubſiſt. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that any Gentleman, 
however ſmall his Fortune may be, will dif- | 
uſe the Wear of his Sword from an Appre- 
henſion of the Payment of this Tax. 
as to the proud, idle, and poor Part of the 
People, (in which this great City abounds) 
12 to be wiſhed, this Tax would be a 
Means: to oblige them to quit the Wear of 
* it would not a little contribute to the 
| #221, Salety 


J „„ 4 


0% : 
Safety of the unarmed and peaceable Part of 
the Subjects. 54s 


ARTICLE N. 2 5 

A Tax, as projected, on Coaches, Cha- 
riots, Cc. is preſumed to be no very heavy 
Burthen on thoſe, who are really in Cit- 
cumſtances to ſupport the Expence of Equi- 
page, and it will be attended with this ma- 
nifeſt Advantage to the Publick, namely, that 
many Families, in no Condition to bear the 
agg will, by Means of this Tax, have. 
a ſpecious Pretence of laying down their 
Coach, very much to the Advantage of them- 
ſelves, and the ſeveral Tradeſmen dealing 
with them; for by a Frugality in this large 
and unneceſſary Article, they will become - 
better enabled to defray the other more ne- 
ceſlary Articles of their Expence, Hackney 
and Stage-Coaches ſhould be excepted, as 
being neceſſary towards a commodious Com- 
munication between the ſeveral Parts of this 
reat City, and the Kingdom in general; a 
Matter eſſential to the Trade of the Na- 
tion. : 


— 


ARTICLE X. 
Ihe ſuppoſed Tax on the Retailers of Wine, 


| will not a little augment the Conſumption 


of Malt Liquors, and it will be of Advan- 
tage to thoſe of any Fortune, dealing in the 
Retail Trade ; for as the Burthen will lie 


heavier 


5 30 * 


„ + heavier on the | poorer Sort, fo muſt the) 75 
be obliged to quit the Trade; by this Means 
the Importer har be more punctually paid b 
the Vintner, and the Publick ſerved wit 
better and 5 eſomer Wine. It will, in all 

' Likelihood, take away the Occaſion of the 
too Trequent, Riots and Piſturbances, the 
known Conſequences of ' fi itting up late at 
hedge Taverns, and other inferior Places of 
retalling Wine. 

It may be added, that by aboliſhing thoſe, 
By laces of ſelling Wine, the Temptation 
likewiſe be taken away from the Tradeſ-' 
oh who perhaps, would never think of 
fpending his 7 55 55 or Time this Way, if 
there had been no ſuch Places to go to, as 
mentioned above. P 
Parſimony and Frugality are Vertues ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſfiry to the Commonalty, that 
not only they are to be encouraged by the 
richer Part of the People, but ſometimes, even 
enforced by wholeſome LECT 11 


. "ARTICLE. XI. | 
A Tax on Writs and Actions at Law, as 
mentioned in the Scheme, being purely cal- 
culated for the Eaſe of the Subje&, it is ne- 
ceffary, that the Plaintiff be obliged to ſam- 
mon the Defendant before a Judge, or other 
proper Officer, to ſhew Cauſe of Action before 
he can obtain Leave to arreſt his Perſon. 


By this Means, 'a poor, honeſt, induſtrious, 
: but 


1 


799 
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but . unfortunate Man, will have it in * 
Power to compomd, or otherwiſe make u 
with his Creditor, without any leſſening 25 
his Credit, Ie” cannot den. if * 
once taken and confined, © Many an Won 
Man has been ruined by too Haſty a Pro- 
.ceeding in this Fe Who, m £8 have 
ther; % rk. diſcharged E 

A La to this Purpoſe, would put“ 2 40 
tire Stop to Proſecutions founitfed"only on Re- 
venge and Malice, as it would take away.t 
7 — 4 of the frequent Petitions to Patlia- 


pens from he ſeveral Goals, < of the Rug 


om. 

af It woall ſte to thei diſtteſſed Familie 

.Coften a, Charge. to their reſpeQive. Pariſh&) 
and to Commerce, great Numbers of the 8055 
jects rendered by Confinement, entirely uſeleſs 
to the Common-wealth. 

The neighbouring Nations, and particularly 
the Dutch, are known to "obſerve this Prac- 
tice with the greateſt Strictneſs, ſo t. is 
their Regard for the Liberty of the Ses; | 
and the happy Conſequences of it are 
_conſpicuous in Holland, where Bankruptcit 
are far leſs frequent than with us, - owing 

; chiefly to this Jaudable Tenderneſs in their 
Laus for Credit. 

Let it not be objected, that by Means ar 
the propoſed Summons, the Party, as having 
Notice of the Danger, "will abſcond, and Io 
defraud the Creditor. A Man, of Being and 

* Family, 


ST; 


(32) 
Family, can never be 1 N take Ad- 
vantage of an Indulgence fo much in his Fa- 
vour; but belides, the fame Practice may by 
' obſerved by the Common 'Law Courts as ' 
now, and always has been, the Practice in 
the High Court of Chancery, when it is 
—_  -zpprehended the Perſon deſigus to go out of 
_ e Kingdom; vis. by Afﬀidavit of ſuch De- 
i621 Im, an praying a Weir of ne exear againſt 
I am very ſenſible the Gentlemen of infe- 
rior Rank of the Profeſſion, will leave no 
Stone unturned to thwart a'Defign ſo pre- 
Judicial to them in Point of Gain; but it 
is to be hoped, the general Good vill be 
preferred to that of a few, and without 
whom, the Nation might very well grow 
great and powerful. 
wo ARTICLE XII.. | 
I be projected Tax of 5 per Cent. on Kc- 
cleſiaſtical Benefices, tis to be hoped, will be | 
aſſented to with Chearfulneſs, by the very 
Clergy themſelves, - who alone are affected 
by it. Beſides, an annual free Donative, 
given to the King by the Clergy of France 
they are lately taxed the 5oth Penny; an 
thoſe of Spain, and other Popiſb Countries, 
pay the 10th Part of their annual Revenues, 
towards defraying the Neceſſities of the Tem- 
poral Power. Can it then, be doubted, that 
the Clergy of the reformed Religion oy 
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the Scheme. 
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% „0 i nh e Fable viel golds 
Niſine pe is ſo gonſpicuous) wal mur 


mur at contributing the goth Part only te-: 


Ware the Diſcharge, ,of; tho ,yery, Debts, ; 
viel Were contracted in Defence ab the! 
Churches, ., by: which, hey! enjoy their Rar | 
1 tl 2-21 wo aut 


12 325 1080 5» Fats 3t - "ES: k 
they, kxemprions,, 9 all Kiod of pubs: 


lick Duties, ſuch as ſerving in the Wars, &c. 


be confidered;j At will be — = are 
lightly burdened, in, Qampaxiſen of the Lpiry 3 
rhe Conbdexation, of which, ſhould, lens: 
the, Chyrches Complaint in dhe preſeut Faro 


ticular,, 24”) are Shes ol nt iets 310 471 
P 1523 0 , 46; 351 7 MM O71, ah Ot! 
le way br conſiders, whether che aan. 


ried” ange hingt. be. obliged 10 


bear a double Proportion, ag not having ine. 
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48 tb the Tax on. Conventicles, Meeting: 
houſes, Saus it would be fimpracticable 20 
levy it en ae. Income. of the aſtors, hie 
is entirely, owing to the Bei volence of their 
reſpectiye Flocks, ſo it appears more equi; 
table to cefs it in the Manner propoſed in 


lt it be true, that the Di Ganter and others: 
of the tolerated Brethren, have benefited: 
equally with thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Churches, 


in South and North-Britain, by the Wars 
; F which _ 


re 


a * 41 


640 


which have occaſioned our preſent Debts, they , 
cannot with any Colour of Juſtice object to 
the Payment of this Tax. 

would have it obſerved, bat not only 
thoſe Congregations g overned by viſible Pal 
tors, are — by ks part o che Scheme, e, 
but thoſe likewiſe, that have none exercifing 
the —— F baten; ſuch as We * 


ARTICLE XIV.. 


; 0 lee of 4 Fillion opts after 
the Manner propoſed, v ntr1 arge 
towards the Payment of the National Bebe. 
without affecting in the leaſt the Circulation 
in: Trade, as it muſt infallibly have done, 
if 2 greater Sum than a Million Were e em- 
ge in it at any one Time. 
95155 rating the Tickets ſo low as at twerity 
each, an Opportunity will be given 
2 thoſs who have final Sum by them of 


. 1 * their Money this Way; ſuch as 


Students, Women, Clerks, Children, Appren- 
tices, and other Servants: 
* * a Project of this Kind, continually kept 
„we ſhall 5 2 * at Home, the large 
— which are ly ſent abroad to be em- 
* in foreign ry — nay more, we 
ſhall by this — give ſuch Foreigners as are 
inclined to adventure this Way, an Opportu- 
nity of laying out their Money amongſt us: 
for, in as much as they have an Opinion of 
our ſtrict Regard to publick Faith, they will 


chufe 


5 (350. 1 


chu 6 to employ their Fortunes in Lottericꝝ 
ſet on Foot To. us, (where no more than 
6 per Cent. is deducted) than in any among 
themſelves abroad, where ſo exorbitant a Pre. 
mium as 20 7 Cent. is deducted. 27 
To rr e greater Sanction to this Lot- 
vat GL may be called the London Lottery, 
managed by the Lord Mayor, Sherif 
and Aldermen of the City of London, Fp 
the Direction of the Treaſc 
It is propoſed, that — lillion badom 
in the Space of fix 175 5 by this Means, that 
Spirit of Gaming, (if 1 may be allowed the 
Expreſſion )- = will ei be : the 
Conſequence of a tedious Drawing will be 
ſuppreiſed ; and how conducive this will be 
towards a Circulation in Trade, is obvious 
from the known Scarcity of Money I meab 
in Trade) during the , of our _ 


Lotteries. 


ARTICI. 1. Weid i 6515 

The Diſſolution of all our inferior Funds, 
will be a Means to reſtore, in Part, the Trade 
of the Nation to its primitive Vigour ; 5 to 
_— it entirely fo, and as extenſive as it 
be, the whole Sum of our National 

De muſt be firſt paid off; but fince that 
cannot be effected at preſent, it will, with- 
out Doubt, be agreed to, that all Meaſures 
mould be taken, that may contribute to it 
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It is dives in the Courſe of the re- 
ſem Trat, that the! Femptatiotit of pub ck 
Servrities: has been; and always aſt be, a 
Bar te Trade; arc as I hope, ther whit is 
fxid\ on that Head, will be thouglit ſufficient 
to convince-the Reader of tlie 'Irath*of''the 
Aſertivn, it remains only to be conſider'd, 
whether theſe idferior! Funds are not fo many 
Baits to the Trader, for witlidrawing his 
Wealh out of Commerce, and for that 
Reaſon alone bald: be diſſolved; a8 indeed, 
611 Obſtructions to Trade ſhould removed 
in u [Trading Nation. But befides this Rea 
ſon, 8. conviticing” in it ſelf. it is certain, 
that mbſt of the aforeſaid: Companies, are, in 


85 the very Natures df them, deſtrudtve of Com- 


meice i For Inſtance, I wili venture to affirm, 
chat all che difintertſtea Merchants in Great. 
Peituin will | Gore with me, that our two 
Companies of ”'Aﬀirance cbiu} our Com- 
merce ; and that Aſſurance: carried on by the 
private Traders, as heretofore, and as prac- 
ticed at preſent in Ho land, and: all the other 
Countries of Europe, would _ 2 
Trade, and render the Profit made b 
more diffuſive than it is at preſents A oe 
never to be negleded by a Trading People. 
I believe it- will o granted me, that if 


f che African Trade were ſupported by the 


South Sea Company, it would be in 4 more 


flouriſhing Condition than it is in at preſent; 


or indeed, than it is like to — under, the pre- 
Kent Management. £5 Tear 


— i. 


I cannot forbear on this Occaſion, ſayi 
that 1 think this Trade might be edel 
more uſeful to the Nation, were it carried 
on by private Adventurers, rather than un- 
der the Direction of any Company whatſc 
ever; and in ſuch Caſe, our Settlements on 
the Coaſt ſnould be maintained at the Expente 

of the Crown, which might be ſupported by 

g the ſeveral Traders carrying on that Com- 

merce. But as an Incorporation as aforeſaid, 


- 
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will, anſwer the preſent Purpoſe, it .is-all-'Þ 
argue for here. | E. Wal 309 5; nn 
Ihe ſeveral; Members of the aforeſad 
Companies, are the only Perſons who may 
be under any Apprehenſion of being affected 
by the deſired Incorporation; when I far 
Members, I mean ſuch as are concerned in 
the ſaid Stocks, without being in the Di- 
recture or Management of the ſame; for 
thoſe are fure to raiſe Eſtates at the Expence *! 
of the others. Let it be conſidered by tue 
Adventurers without Doors, how they are 
daily deluded by their Directors, by (Allg, 
Reducement of Stock, whimſical Undertak- 
ings, and a thouſand other.Inventions con- 
trived by thoſe in the Seeret, purely to en- 
rich themſelves: I ſay if this be confidered, 
it will be found by thoſe mentioned above, 
who alone can be ſuppoſed to be affected 
| by the deſired Incorporation, that by ſuch, 
to their Condition will be much mended; ; 92 
that Part of their Fortunes employed in theſe 
"RA inferior 
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retetyed a Tax ? 
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Op ATTY 7 9 31013 101i tits 
a inferior Funds, which now ſtand on a pre: 


carious Footing, will, by this. Means, be af 
certained to them and their Poſterity; there- 
fore, the Conſideration of 3 per Cent. men- 
tioned in the Scheme, may be looked on 
as-an Indulgence, rather than à Tax. 
34:25 A PL BN 

We are now come to the laſt Article of 
the Scheme, which, in my Opinion, is as 
little, if not leſs liable to Objection, than 


Any of the foregoing ; for who will oppoſe 


it? Not the Courtier nor the State-Penſioner; 
they can- never be ſuppoſed to begrudge this 


Mlite out of the greut Sums they an N 
receive from tlie Bounty of the Crown, 


which' they fo very little the Gentlemen 
Commiſion! in the Land and Sea Service, 
will never oppoſe a. Tax calculated for the 
84 of out Liberties and Properties, for 
which they have ſo often expoſed their Lives: 
The Landed Man will certainly come into 
2 Project for railing a Sum for the Payment 
of our Debts, by Which his Eſtate has been 


fo ſenſibly affected for many Years ; and who | 


chen, is likely to oppoſe this, ſo univerſally 
| The moneyed Men . at 
Howe, ſuch as Jews, Bankers, and many 


Sthters that ſhall be nameleſs and Foreigners, 


who: have been preying upon the Nation's 
4 Vitals, 


1 
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Vitals, eyer fince the Government has * 


obliged 't borrow, in order to Kn. the; © 


1 ick Neceſſities. 

But it is to be hoped 0s Chctlenen! of 
Lobes ce Pra (who abe by Ker the Majo-: 
rity. of the Peaple | will have fo great a Re- 
gürd to the Welfare of their native Countty, 
as not to liſten to the ſpecious Reaſoni 
theſe cunning, crafty, Telfiſh = 
wi, like Leeches, once faſtened, never qu 

their hold, till filled with our pureſt 8450. 
or forced away from it by main Strength⸗ 
1 foreſee the Clamour of Infringement on 
publick Faith,” and that other common out- 
cty of dilebfigihg' Fe g Forei were, will be raiſed: 
at us on His O a 3} As to the firſt, 
if People, who have | al Premiums of 
at Sizes for their! Money, ever ſince the Res: 
volution, and who have made ſuch prodigi- 
ous Eftates out of the publick Calamity, 19 
they, I fay, 'will oppoſe giving fo ſwall a. 
Contribution, as the 2cth Phiny of what they 
receive annual from the Government, to- 
wards the Eaſe of their libouring native 
Country, *tis'Pity they mould not 'be ceſſed 
in anot Ar Mann "Y 1 20 
And as to pur foreign etch if m Od · 
jection made in Relation to hem, Gela ved 


an Anſwer” on this Occaſion, it might by: 


done, by putting the Queſtion (ſuppoſing 
they ond attempt with-drawing their M 
ney out of. our r Funds, till they ſhall be 7. 


gularly 
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= 15 off) where elſe... can (they 7 


— to the . — of ws, ebts, made 
in, Favour of Kere ſhould, ſway with * 
Hritiſo Parliament, 1 leave every unbiaſſed 
Hritam to judge. * 
7 E 1; have, pan good my Promiſe, of 
dae e blervations on. each ſepa- 
— ue of, b and before E 
eed furthex,, 1 t hink it proper to let the 
der know, — as New 1 are ſuppoſed 
tb create new. Officers, and. conſequently 2. 
great Expence to t Fublk; 1 Auen i; 0 
demonſtrate, hops the reat Rags 
then ſeveral Articles ah eme, =o be | 
collected without any a OS Number of | 
| Qfficess,.or..cyen; additional Expence to the n 
N Hubliek, But: as this Matter will be of more < 
me neee another. er I leave it for the ; c 
| ] 
1 


* 15 is ' obſervable, that this Nation made a 


ſwiſtes Progreſs; in Trade for fifty Years be- 


l — Vm ̃˙ m ay. 
C2 — * 
2 
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fore the Reſtoration of King Charks II, than I 

5 life 3- which 1 if looked upon to have been N 

6 cccaſioned by, the 1 of the People, 0 

Wick: who-inſtead of employing their Fortunes in tc 

09 Romp and Luxury (Vices, unknown in thoſe” w 

j ' Days) laid them. our wholly in Commerce. fa 

And, altho' ſome may think, there is not 'N 

N that Occaſion for our Geconomy at this Time | 
* (the 


> 
* 
is 
91 
t 
H 
S 
E 


* 1 15 
a en 
(che Capital Stock of the Nation being great- 
ly increaſed) as was when we had- but a 

tion of Wealth amongſt us; 


ſmall Fou 
yet; in às much as the preſent Incumbrance 


bf our Debts, has reduced us to as bad, if 
not worſe Condition, than we were in before 


ſuch Increaſe, there ſeems to be a — fv 
us, to tread in the ſame parſimonious Steps 
of our wiſe Anceſtors, if we would be eaſed 
of our Burden, and carry on our Trade with 
Socoem. !! „ ai n eee TH 
It will little avail the Nation, that a Stop 
be put to our Luxury; if the Wealth favell 
by our Oeconomy, be not employed in Com- 


merce; and that this will never be, whilft 


Money may more ſafely be employed in bur 


publick Funds at home, tho' to leſs Advan- 
tage, is obvious from the preſent State of 


Affairs: For the Citizens of large Capitals 
employ their Fortunes in the Funds, and thoſe 
only continue their Wealth in Trade, whoſe 
Fortunes are too ſmall to ſupport their an- 


nual Expence by the Intereſt of Money only. 


If this Lure (if I may fo call ĩt) of pub- 
lick Security were once taken away, -as it 
would, if our National Debts were paid off, 


our rich Subjects would, nay, muſt be obliged, 


to employ their Wealth in Trade, which 


would ſoon render our Commerce 'as univer- 
Al, as that of the Hollanders ; the Exten- 


ſweneſs of which, is purely owing to the 
| | G | em- 


(9 
employing, the Bulk of their Wealth in 
Aer, 2690-1] LL CY) LI. 
This frugal, induſtrious People, trade ſeem- 
ingly to à leſs Profit, than any Nation in 
Europe; for as their Capital in Trade is very 
large, and therefore the Intereſt of Money 
ſeldom above 3 per Cent. among them, and 
often under; they are ſatisficd with a. Pro- 
fit of 5 and 6 per Cant. in the Way of Com- 
merce; whilſt we, who, can make fo much of 
our Money at home in Funds, will .not lay 
it dut in Trade, except we have a Proſpect 
of, making a Profit of 15 and 20 per Cent. 
Jo this Moderation in Point of Profit, is 
-owing chiefly the great Wealth of the 
Dutch; and tho this be a ſeeming Paradox, 
vet nothing is more indubitably Matter of 
= act. By. being contented with a leſs Pro- 
fit, they have cut us out of ſeveral Branches 
3 — 
got the Ballance of Trade on their Side 
1 and all the other Nations of Europe, 
nor can it ever be otherwiſe, except our 
Debts are paid offt. 

It ſhould therefore be obſerved with the 
; F Attention, that-whilſt there are pub- 
lick Funds, the Money and Wealth of the 


Nation. will flow into that Channel, and that 
_whilſt this ſhall be the Caſe, our Trade can 
never flouriſh 5 and furtlier, that the Debts 
oncę paid off, we ſhall not only: be eaſed of 

5 2 © kJ 3 our 


— 


(43) 


* our prefent Taxes, by which our Manufacfu- 

15 res will be enabled to work cheaper, (the 

- Life of Trade,) but the whole Stream of our 

12 Wealth, will direct its: Courſe into the 1 7 

2 riching Ocean of Commerce. 

pA Theſe are Maxims not to be controverted, | 

_ any more, than that by the Acquittal of our 

1 Debts, the Intereſt of Money will de re- 

or duced' to 2 and 3 per Cent. per Ann. Wen the J 

a Value of Land pay augmented, | 

4 If then, theſe Bleſlings are not to be ar- 

+ rived at, without raifing à conſiderable ſinking | 

"* Fund, ( "which ought never to be done by | 

= Laying more grievous Burthens on Land or 

8 Trade) it ſeems evident, this great Work is 

r to be carried on in the Manner projected, by 

5 the foregoing Scheme, or ſome other of the 

nb like Nature; but, however advantageous, to 

1 be Nation, the Majority of the People may 

* ge it to be, it is not to be doubted, but 

. the he Sk Jobbn Moneyed Man, who has fo | 

3 | his Account in the National Mi- | 
Rs will uſe his utmoſt Art and Induſtry | 

6 to oppoſe a Scheme calculated for the Down» | 

v fall of his favorite Publick Gaming; and 

« | therefore, as Money, which has the greateſt 

Fe Influence in all human Affairs, will not be | 

7 wanting on this Occaſion, it may not be ini | 

3 0 to give the Publick a Caution againft * | 

f radios ſo deſtruRtive of the true Intereſt of 
Great- Britain. : 


W 
* , 
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(+4) 
Next to the Acquittal of the Najongl, 
Debts, there is nothing can promote Ttade ſo 
much as lowering the Price of Labour 
amongſt us. By the Exorbitancy of out 
Workmen, we have it not in our Power to (ell, 
gur Manufactures at foreign Markets at fo 
low a Rate, as we were wont, and for this 
Reaſon alone, we have loſt many valuable 
Branches of Trade which our Neighbours, 


who work cheaper, have taken up.:.. 


It has already been taken Notice of, that 
this Evil proceeds, in great Meaſure, from our 
Luxury; and ſome Liens have been pro- 

poſed, in the foregoing Diſcourſe, for putting 
a' Stop to the Grievance; but as the Methods 


— 


1 


Propoſed, in the Execution, require ſome 


Time; Iſhall endeavour to ſhew how the 
dore may be healed, in Part, without any Loſs 
of Time. >033 10 „ile ; 1 0 . 

It is preſumed, this may be done by, a Law * 


a for che effectual Imployment of t Poor, | 


and by-one other, for reſtraining the Increaſe 
of Buildings within the Liberties of London 


and. Weftminfler, | 


There has been already ſo much ſaid on 
the Score of employing the Poor, and ſo ma- 
ny wile! and ſalutary Propoſals publiſhed to 
that End, that any Thing I could urge here 
on the Subject, muſt be thought Repetition; 
ter eure anf ſay, in the General, that 
by a Law to this Purpoſe, the vagrant and 
idle Part of the Subject, now a Burden to the 
1871 e Nation, 


1 


Nation, who. go under the Denomination. of 
Poor, might be made fo far uſeful” to the 
Common Wealth, as to be a Means of lower-, 

the Price of the whole national Labour, 
at leaſt a thirtieth Part; and of what Ad. 
vantage this would be to our Commerce, 1 
leave the World to judge. « 

The Humour of Building of late Years, 1 


know not by what Infatuation, has prevailed 


to ſo great a Degree of Exceſs, as to become 
< real publick Grievance. The Metropolis 

rown infinitely to big for the Kingdom, 

as a certain * that this late 7685 
* Increaſe of our Buildings does not 
ceed from an Increaſe of our rade or Wealth, 
it is obſervable, that all or moſt of the Un- 
dertakers of ſuch Buildings, are undone by 
them; and further, that whilſt the Lim 
if I may uſe the Phraſe, of the City are = 
tended, and look freſh and blooming, 
Feaſt or Center of it is become Saber in 

ecayed. Luxury has gained ſo far the A 
ant amongſt. us, t at no ſooner has 2 
Tuben in the City acquired a Comps. 

tency, by his Frugality and Induſtry, but his 
Dame forſooth, requires a purer Air, and con- 
tinues teazing the good Man, till he has 
taken her a Houſe in the new Buildi 
Thus, is the Common Wealth, by he 
creaſe of our Bu ildings chiefly, nin of 
the Labour and Induſtry of her mY Sub- 
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Are Ci of Zones, as it 1 wn 
of molt 15 our Wealth, no Means ſhoul 


be neglected for improving and ſupporting ir 
in every Particular; and as. no Improvement 
can be of ſo great Advantage to it, as con- 
tinting to it its richeſt and moſt induſtrious 

tizens,. it may not be below the Dignity 


| of the Le; ature, to enquire whether or no 


a Law 7 krunne the Increaſe of Buildings 


in the O ut · parts, may not be a Means of 0 


their continuing in the Center of Trade. 


It has been before taken Notice of in this 
/ Diſcourſe, that the Temptation to Luxury, 


49 25 as far as poſſible, be taken away from 
e induſtrious Part of the Subject; and T 


doubt not but this Maxim will be thought 
to, hold good in the preſent Particular. 


Tt were extremely to de wiſhed, that the 


Se 4 raint had taken, Place the Begin- | 
pig of, 

this 

great. däitien of Wealth and Riches, as be- 


e preſent Century; then might 
Abe called great indeed, from its 


og "os +6 itles to the Epither of great, than 
ine ircumference. But tho* a Law 
way de more uſeful at one Time than an- 
other, . „a good Law can never be out 
of Seaſon, and ” therefore, let it not be ob- 
jected to this, that it comes too late; for b 
W the Value of che prefeiir Buildings will 

reatly ay 2 and conſequently Rents 
i be mor ctually paid, of which there 


is a notorious Failure at ons Time. But we” 
, al 


* 


- 
hy P 
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all, a Law to 7 8 
tribute towards lowering the Price of La- 


1 bour amongſt us, the Point I contend for | 
here; for as the Call has been ſo great for 


Artificers and Labourers, in order to carry on 
the new Buildings, as has not only thinned 
the remote Parts: of the Kingdom, but likewiſe 
raiſed the Price of Labour, to an Extrava- 
gance unheard of, ſo there is Reaſon for be- 
lieving, that, if there were to be no Augmen- 
tation to the preſent Buildings, the Swarms of 
Workmen that are employed here at preſent, 
would. neceſſarily be obliged to return to their 
reſpective Counties, and there, be glad to take 
up with ſuch Wages as was wont to be given 
before this Phrenzy, if I may ſo call it, ſeiz d 
the People: For it is a ſtanding Maxim, that 
_—_——_— taken away, the Effect neceſſarily 
ceaſes. 


Our Manufactures in general, but more eſ-- 


pecially the Woollen, can never be too much 
\ encouraged amongſt us, as being the real 
Foundation of our Wealth; but, Exceſs and 


Luxury, and even the Occaſions of them, 


can never enough be diſcouraged amongſt us, 
in as much as _ certainly beget firſt pri- 
vate, and then publick Poverty. | 


FINIS 


this Purpoſe, is likely to con- * I 
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